
 
namo oà viñëu-padäya 

kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-täle 
çrémate kadamba-känana 

-svämin iti nämine 
 

gaura-kåpämåtam präpto 
vraje mäyäpure’pi yaù 

prabhupäda-priyo lokam 
päyayaty aniväritam 

 
“Let us offer our obeisances to Srila Kadamba Känana Swami Mähäräja, who is most 
dear to Lord Krishna, having taken shelter of His lotus feet.” 
 
“Srila Kadamba Känana Swami Mähäräja,who is very dear to Srila Prabhupäda, 
obtained the nectar of Sri Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s mercy in the holy dhämas of 
Våndävana and Mäyäpura, and ceaselessly enables the people of this world to drink 
that nectar.” 
 
Dear Mahäraja, 
 
Please accept my dandavats. All glories to Srila Prabhupäda. 
 
I was asked by one Savitri Devi to compose a pranäma-mantra for you. This is a bit 
beyond my capability, but  I applied my mind to it and I came up with a concept. I 
explained it to Nityananda Prabhu, and in no time he came up with this verse, as if 
Sarasvati revealed it.  
 
He used the word päyayati, the causative of ‘to drink’, which means ‘causes to drink.’ 
An appropriate word, as it relates to perhaps your favorite verses in the Cc. [Adi 7.20-
22] I felt that was Krishna’s arrangement. The word is not commonly used, and I had 
not mentioned it to him. 
 
I am not sure if you received the explanation along with the verse (it was to be read at 
the Vyasa-puja), so I am offering it (revised) herewith as my belated Vyäsa-puja 
offering. I hope this is approved by you and can be distributed to your disciples.  
 
In your devotional life there are two periods, the pre-sannyäsa period, in which you 
were involved in management while living in the holy dhämas, and the second, the 
post sannyäsa-period, mostly dedicated to preaching. The first line relates to the first 
period, the second line to the second. 
 
The verse does not contain a verb conveying obeisances, but the word yaù connects it 
to the first mantra. Thus the two mantras are a unit. 
 



You are described in this verse as prabhupäda-priya – which can be explained in two 
ways: 
 

1) one who is dear to Prabhupäda, or the beloved servant of Prabhupäda 
2) to whom Prabhupäda is very dear 

 
So it has reciprocal meaning. This is the foundational characteristic in both periods of 
course. 
 
You have often said that of all holy places in Vraja, the Srila Prabhupäda’s samädhi and 
Srila Prabhupäda’s house are the most sacred. This indicates your mood: Prabhupäda’s 
service comes first, everything else follows. And without Prabhupäda’s service, 
nothing in devotional life is of much value. 
 
By the mercy of Prabhupäda and his followers, you have attained the nectar of the 
mercy of Lord Caitanya in  Vraja and Mäyäpur – gaura-kåpämåtam präpto vraje 
mäyäpure’pi yaù. 
 
By the extensive sacrifices you performed in these places you have become invested 
with mercy. You used to stand between the altars of Rädhä-Syämasundara and 
Krishna-Balaräma during mangalärati, but in your later years in Vrindavan, you 
moved towards the altar of Gaura-Nitäi, feeling in need of mercy. And soon, by Their 
mercy, you took sannyäsa and now find yourself engaged in the blissful service of 
preaching.  
 
Lord Caitanya’s mercy is primarily manifest in the congregational chanting of the holy 
names, for which you gained a taste while living in Vraja and Mäyäpur, the natural 
abodes of the holy name. From these dhämas, especially from Mäyäpur you continue 
to distribute the nectar of Lord Caitanya’s mercy wherever you go, always faithfully 
representing Srila Prabhupäda as his intimate servant. 
 
You often give an analogy about drinking. When we join that movement, we get a cup. 
In the beginning it is very small, but as we drink and distribute the mercy, our cup 
increases. And that is perhaps the essence of your life – to drink and distribute the 
mercy of Lord Caitanya, again and again. This is conveyed by the word apäyayati – he 
who causes the people of the world (lokam) to drink the nectar of Lord Caitanya’s 
mercy (gaura-kåpämåtam). 
 
You are not an ‘ivory tower-swami’ or a bhajanänandé (in the strict sense of the term). 
You have a heart for the struggling people of the world.That’s why the word lokam 
(‘people’ or ‘world’) is specifically chosen.  
 
The mood of drinking and generosity is expressed by some of your favorite verses: 
 
 



sei panca tattva mili prthivi asiya 
purva-prema-bhandarera mudra ughadiya 

 
pance mili lute prema, kare asvadana 
yata yata piya trsna badhe anuksana 

 
punah punah piyaiya haya mahamatta 

nace, kande, hase, gaya, yaiche mada-matta 
 
“Although the storehouse of love certainly came with Krishna when he was present, it 
was sealed. But when Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu came with his associates of the Panca-
tattva, they broke the seal and plundered the storehouse to taste transcendental love of 
Krishna. The more they tasted it, the more their thirst for it grew. 
 
The Panca-tattva themselves danced again and again and thus made it easier to drink 
nectarean love of Godhead. They danced, cried, laughed and chanted like madmen, 
and in this way they distributed love of Godhead.” 
[Cc. Adi 7.20-22] 
 
Lord Caitanya’s mercy is nectar - it enlivens the soul in service to Krishna, mitigates 
all suffering, and bestows immortality. We can see the effects of that nectar acting in 
your being. Even while undergoing physical suffering, you seem quite unaffected, and 
never stop to drink and distribute mercy to the suffering souls of this world.  This is 
indicated by the word aniväritam – ‘ceaselessly, unchecked.” 
 
The aim of your preaching is to inculcate firm faith and conviction (sraddhä) in the 
mercy of Lord Caitanya in the hearts of those who hear from you. Only such faith 
enables one to fully drink the nectar of that mercy.  
 
And of course, by your kértanas the nectar of Lord Caitanya’s mercy always flows 
profusely. When people drink that mercy they chant, dance and smile in ecstacy. They 
become enlivened and inspired to engage in devotional service, and start to distribute 
that mercy to others. That is the fulfillment of your life. 
 
Your servant, 
Vasudeva das 
 
  
 
 
 
 
	  


